TO THE REVEREND 


The MODERATOR 


AND 
MEMBERS 
OF THE 


Presbytery 0 of  HADD ING TOUN. 


Matth. xviii, 17.— Tell it unto the church. 

Col. iv. 17. And ſay unto Archip pus, Take heed to the min ty 
which thou haſt 1 ecei ved in the Lord. 

| - Iſaiah lviii. 1. Cry aloud and ſpare net, lift up thy voice Rte a 

| trumpet, ſhew my people their tranſzreſſions . 
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NT O the faithful miniſters of the church of Scotland 
be it known, that the diforders in churchmen are ow 
come to the greateſt height. What by error in doctrine, what by 
error and neglect in diicipline, and what by the light, vain, 
indecent, and diſorderly practices and converſations of her mi. 
niſters and managers, in delity and profanity grows and increaſes 
ſo faſt, that it threatens to overrun all : it hath now audaciouſly 
gathered head, and openly brow-beats and bears down the 
very form of religion. Now when they find ſo great a party 
among the clergy countenance and protect the authors of the 
vileſt infidel-books ever was printed, infidels apprehending 
they have ſo many of the clergy that favour their principles, 
and their number ſo increaſing, are emboldned to procced ſtill in 
compoſing and printing books in favour of Infidelity. 

Now the reverend Mr George Anderſon is dead, who vuliantly 
appeared for the cauſe of his God and his Saviour; yet he was 
ſuffered to ſtand alone, to the reproach of Edinburgh. | 

Indeed the preſbytery of Edinburgh took the proceſs he com. 
menced againſt the author and publiſhers of Hume's moral el- 
fays into their own hands ; but diſmiſſed it at an after meeting, 
by only remarking it contained many unguarded expreſſions and 
exceptional paſſages, which might be dangerous to ſome good 
people. In the debate ſome there were who approved the book, 
yet ſome condemned it as heretical. Meſſ. W. - ſt- r & L---ſay 
diſſented, ſo it is open to the ſynod. It was generally ſaid, the 
author appeared to have no bad intention; yet many think 
the intention appears to be, to teach .the wicked how to take 
a ſhort cut with a condemning conſcience But David Home 
is not afraid nor aſhamed to own his Infidelity; how far it is 
your duty, and the intereſt of this Chriſtian church, to permit 
him, and other profeſſed Infidels, to enjoy a right to the pri- 
vileges of Chriſtians, do you determine. | 

By the judicious, matters appear to be near ſome remark- 
able criſis. If you thus ſupinely fit ſtill regardleſs, and do not 
rouſe up to ſome effectual endeavours, many will ſuffer whoſe 
blood will be required at your hand. If you are afraid or aſhamed 
to own the cauſe of God according to your profeſſion, God 
will raiſe up inſtruments to de his pleaſure. If you be not a- 
ſhamed, you have nothing to fear.; you have the laws of God 
and man on you ſide, which not only permit, but command 
you, Oh that thoſe cool ſedate eaſy men, who love to ſlumber, 
and care not to diſturb their own repoſe, could be rouſed up 
to put to their hand when they ſee their enemies ſo active to 
undermine them; or take ſome moderate method of their own, 
agreeable to the polite world, that may be effectual to ſuppreſs 
vice, and bring about reformation, and not appear yet more 

void of zeal than paſſions. 

Eſther iv. 14. For if thon altogether holdeſt thy peace at 
this time, then ſhall there deliverance ariſe to the church from 
another place; but thou and thy father's houſe ſhall be de- 
ſtoyed. Tfaiah Ivi. 10. Ezck, xx. 30. Zeph. iii. 18, Amos 
6, and Mic, iii. throughout. | 
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DINBURGH foreight or ten days hath 

been filled with the clamour, that Mr 

John Home in Athelſtane-ford, one of 

your number, has compoſed and ſold the tra- 
gedy of Douglas, in order to be ated in the 


play-houſe of the Canongate at Edinburgh, and 


which play hath accordingly been acted there, to 
the offenc2 and ſcandal of all who have any 
regard to religion. And ſo impious hath he 
been, that out of Zeal to promote the intereſt of 
Satan, he ſent out a conſiderable number of 
tickets to one or more of his own elders, to be 
diſtributed among his pariſhioners, in order to 


| ſeduce them to come in and ſee the play, which 


they did accordingly. And he himſelf was wit- 
neſs feveral times to the acting of the play; as 
were alſo ſeveral other miniſters, of whom ſome 
came from a confiderable diſtance, But how 
conſiſtent this is with the profeſſion and charac- 
ter of a miniſter of Jeſas Chrilt, and with the 
doctrine and ſpirit of Chriſtianity, let all real 
Chriſtians judge. 

And as the acting of all plays exhibites 8 
of vanity, lewdneſs and impiety, fo this tragedy 
of his is, in a ſpecial manner, horridly wicked. It 
is wholly made up of intrigue, revenge, blood- 


ſhed and ſelf- murder, intermixed ith ſtrange 
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oaths, and blaſphemous ſpeeches apainſt God, 
which filled many of the ſpectators with horrour 
and abhorrence at the profanation of ſacred 
things; and the moſt ſolemn act of religious 
worſhip towards God is profaned in an open 
ſtage, before the crowd, by one of the moſt 
abandoned of all characters, exhibited praying: 
and in the play he ſets forth, net for caution, 


but rather for example, the curſed principles and 


doctrine of his intimate acquaintance and beloved 
friend, David Home the Infidel, concerning the 
warrantableneſs of ſelf-murder. 

Have players been baniſhed both by Pagans 
and Papiſts; and ſhall miniſters of the church 
of Scotland be allowed to ſupport and furniſh 
materials for them wherewith to ſerve the devil 
in ſeducing ſouls? are not thoſe who furniſh 
them materials firſt and moſt criminally guilty ? 
yea, are not they as Beelzebub to the inferior 


_ devils, who furniſh materials, and ſet ſuch vile 


creatures a-work to ſeduce and deſtroy ſouls ? 

He is a ſtrange kind of biſhop who employs 
play- actors for his curates; however, the doc- 
trines, curates and biſhop, appear to be all of 
a piece. We ſee, by the growth of Infidelity, 
the fatal effects of thus permitting David and 
John Homes to go on after the manner they do 
without being cenſured. John Home's is. ſuch 
audacious and impudent wickedneſs, that it is 
only parallelled by Zimri's, Numb. xxv. 10. 
and juſt ſo timed as his was, who, when the con- 
gregation were weeping before the Lord, under 
the immediate effects of the juſt vengeance of 
God for that particular ſin, brings out his whorein 
the ſight of the congregation ; even ſo hath he 
done, and proſtituted religion to ſinful diverſion 
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by ſuch abandoned creatures, Shall none of our 


prieſts be found like Phinehas, who was zealous 
for his God and for his people, and turned away 


the wrath of God, ſo as the plague was ſtayed ? 

It is now ſaid to you, who is on the Lord's 
fide ? Exod. xxxli. 26, Conſider what is ſaid, 
Deut. xxxiii. 9. of the ſons of Levi, how they 
gathered themſelves to Moſes, and regarded not 
parents or brethren in the cauſe of God. 
It is now ſaid to you, who will riſe up for me 
againſt the workers of iniquity ? Pal, xciv. 16. 
who will ſtand up for me againſt the evil doers ? 

Do you not ſee the pernicious effects of your 
complying with the way of the world, and of 
your ſupine careleſneſs and negligence? hath 
not God ſaid to the ſons of Eli, 1 Sam. ii. 30. 
« They that honour. me, I will honour, but 
& they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly eſteem- 
* ed?” Is it not fo at this day? Mal. ii, 9. 
«© Therefore I have made you contemptible and 
“ baſe before all people, according as ye have 
«© not kept my ways, but have been partial in 
& the law.” How have miniſters made them- 
ſelves contemptible by acting ſo much below and 
unſuitable to their character, in miniſtring to 
and attending the play-houſe? Edinburgh, for 
ſeveral days, was filled with deriding contem- 


ptuous ſpeeches and converſation in all companies 


concerning them: what wanton, ludicrous pa- 
pers have been ſold and handed about, to their 
reproach? One would think, tho' there were no- 
thing of the Spirit of God to ſtir up, the ſpirit 
of men of honour would ſtir them up, and not 
ſuffer their reputation and profeſſion to be ſo 
reproached, ſtained and polluted. 

Let it not be ſaid of the church of Scotland, 
that ſhe harbours and protects ſuch enemies to 
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the goſpel, and allows the miniſters of the play- 
houſe, to fill her pulpits, and enjoy her bene- 
fices. Do you think ſuch can ſerve the intereſt 
of Chriſt? is Satan's kingdom divided? will 
Satan caſt out Satan? or ſhould one be allowed 
ro partake of the table of the Lord and the table 
of devils, by harbouring ſuch as they? do not 
the profane ſay, You are all alike, and think 


you approve his conduct? © Purge out there- 


« fore the old leaven;” and let it be ſeen the 
whole lump is not yet leavened, 1 Cor. v. 7. I 
hope you do not want number ſo much, had 
you ſpirit and zeal. While you enjoy your be- 
nefices, will you appear to be like Gallio, Acts xviii 
I 7. caring for none of thoſe things? Let it be ſeen 
we have yet ſome miniſters who dare to appear 


zealouſly for the glory of God, the intereſts of 


Chriſt, and credit of religion. You muſt either 
depoſe and caſt out John Home and his ad- 
herents, or be caſt off. yourſelves. What 
tender Chriſtian can cordially join with them 
who adhere to and join themſelves with him as 
a brother ? ſurely none that would ſhow due 
regard to the glory of God, and the benefit of 
their own ſouls, can do it. | 

Depoſition is as much the ordinance of Chriſt 
as ordination, excommunication as baptiſm. 
Though there was no particular church act a- 
oainſt miniſters compoling or attending plays, 
ſeeing it could hardly be ſuppoſed any would 
be fo openly profane, you have enough to lay 


to John Home's charge, for which he deſerves 


not only to be depoſed, but excommunicated, 
Neither can you ſufficiently exoner yourſelves 


without doing it. I have heard there was a 


proceſs commenced againſt Mr Home before 
| | his 


his 
fuly 
that 
wan 
him 
have 
and 
a di! 
to b 

V 
love 
ſel ve 
tan 
may 

A 
of t 
doct 
to C 
and 
her, 
faſt] 
who 
nica 
in tl 

A 
ſhou 
dreſ. 
true 
lord 
hibit 


ä 


fy 3 


his presbytery, with difficulty begun, and ſhame- 
fuly deſerted : and it is long ſince it was faid, 
that if he could find bread any other way, he 
wanted to demit. Now that he hath joined 
himſelf with another kind of ſociety, let them 
have him altogether, ſeeing it ſuits his genius 
and diſpoſition ſo well : but by no means ought 
a dimiſſion to be received from him; he ought 
to be ſolemnly caſt out. 

Wherefore, out of obedience to Chriſt, and 
love to the offender, put away from among your- 
ſelves that wicked perſon ; deliver him over to Sa- 
tan for the deſtruction of the fleſh, that the ſpirit 
may be ſaved in the day of the Lord, 1 Cor. v.5. 

Ah the church of Scotland, once the glory 
of the Proteſtant churches for the purity of her 
doctrine and diſcipline, now become a reproach 
to Chriſtianity ; while ſhe permits the profane 
and erroneoas, yea Infidels, to bear office in 
her, and caſts out ſuch as faithfully and ſted- 
faſtly adhere to her doctrine and diſcipline ! thoſe 
who in times paſt would have been excommu— 
nicate the congregation, are permitted to ſerve 
in the ſanctuary and at the altar 

According to the advertiſer a ſolemn farce 
ſhould have concluded the play, called the Ad- 
dreſs, and the five principal characters in their 
true colours. But it came out to be only five 
lords of ſeſſion and barons of exchequer ex- 
hibiting their regard to the a& of parliament 
prohibiting the play-houſe ; and ſeveral of John 
Home's fellow-presbyters, brethren in iniquity, 
exhibiting themſelves in their true colours. 

But we may venture to aſſure the public, that 
though the houſe of Baal was for ſix or ſeven 
nights filled from end to end, ſcarce ever any of 

| | | | the 
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the true worſhippers of God could be found in it, 
The church can be at no loſs in wanting ſuch 
miniſters, however agreeable to thoſe of their 


- own kidney in their facetious way, allowing 


and taking all freedoms ; whoſe gifts are only to 
{oothe the ſimple, and ſtir up the angry paſ- 
ſions of the judicious ; whole cloke is ſo thin 
and ragged they ſeldom wear it, nor even carry 
it to the pulpit. I am, Oc. 
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I is certain that the ſtage is the device of Pagans, inſtigate 
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by the devil whom they worſhipped. Is it rational to ſup- 
pole the devil intended the expoſing of vice to ridicule, or virtue 
for imitation? or dare any ſay that the ſtage ever had that effect? 
or can it be denied but that it hath been the chief means of in- 
troducing all kind of impiety, lewdneſs, effeminacy and de- 


| bauchery? hath not the ruin of empires and cities been attri- 
buted to the ſtage by many learned and judicious writers? is not 


the diſmal ſtate of Britain at this day chiefly to be attributed to 
the ſtage, which hath introduced ſuch manner of living, that our 
ſtateſmen and chief officers in army & navy are ſo effeminate and 
unmanned, counſel, conduct and courage withdrawn, and alfo 
the whole nation overrun with licentiouſneſs both in church and 
Kate, ſo that we are become a reproacti to Chriſtianity and deri- 
fion to our enemies: .- How evident is it, that ſince the ſtage 


got footing in Edinburgh, infidelity, contempt of religion, and 


all manner of Yaſciviouſneſs, profanity and debauchery, hath in- 
creaſed (till more and more, to the ruimof many families and once 
hopeful youths? and its baneful influence is ſ-cead through the 
whole nation. God hath long warned us by his word, now 
he cries by his providence. Britain appears-near ſome remark- 


able criſis: ſword and famine threaten us. Edinburgh ſinks un- 


der the burden of guilt and expence incur ed by the ſtage.— If 
judges and magiſtrates, in obedience to (od and the hing, will 
not now ſuppreſs, but rather countenance and prey that foun- 
tain of our ſin and miſery, let them anſwer it to God and poſterity, 
-— But let miniſters be faithful to thoſe fer whom they muſt be ac- 
countable, and not be afraid or aſham d in plain words to warn 
and exhort all againſt the ſtage, 2ad publickly debar from 
the Lord's table all ſuch as approve themſelves in their par- 
taking of the table of devils, which joining in the play-houfe 
doth cvidently infer. Then (hall miniſters be ſo far $38.4 from 


acceſſion to the ſins of others, and that juſt ground of offence 
bs removed, 1 Cor. x. 20, 21. | 
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